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CONVENTION WITH RESPECT TO THE INTERNATIONAL CIRCULATION OP 

MOTOR VEHICLES. 1 

Signed at Paris, October 11, 1909. 

[Translation] 

The undersigned plenipotentiaries of the governments hereinafter 
specified, assembled in conference at Paris from the 5th to the 11th 
October, 1909, with a view of facilitating, as far as possible, the inter- 
national circulation of motor vehicles, have concluded the following 
convention : 

Article 1. 

Conditions to be fulfilled by motor-cars in order to be allowed to be driven 

on the highway. 

Every motor-car, in order to be allowed to be driven on the highway, 
in a foreign country, must either have been recognized as suitable for use 
on the highway after an examination before the competent authority 
or before an association authorized by that authority, or must belong to a 
type approved in the same manner. 

The examination must be directed specially to the following points : 

(1) The machinery must be such as can be trusted to work efficiently, 
and must be so designed as to prevent, as far as possible, all danger of 
fire or explosion ; as not to frighten by its noise animals, whether ridden 
or driven ; and as not to give rise to any other cause of danger to traffic or 
seriously to inconvenience by the emission of smoke or vapor any persons 
using the road. 

(2) The motor-car must be provided with the following: 

(A) A strong steering apparatus, which will allow the car to be turned 
readily and with certainty. 

(B) Two brakes, each independent of the other and adequate for its 
purpose. One at least of these brakes must be capable of acting rapidly 
and directly upon the wheels or upon brake-drums immovably fixed 
thereto. 

(C) A mechanism which is capable of preventing even on steep 
gradients any backward movement, if one of the brakes is not of itself 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Every motor-car whose weight unladen exceeds 350 kilogrammes must 

i Great Britain, Treaty Series, No. 18, 1910. 
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be so constructed that the driver can, from his seat, reverse the movement 
of the car by means of the driving power. 

(3) All the driving and steering apparatus must be so arranged that 
the driver can manipulate it with certainty and at the same time have 
a clear view of the road. 

(4) Every motor-car must be provided with plates showing the name 
of the manufacturer of the chassis and the manufacturer's number, the 
horse-power of the engine or the number and bore of its cylinders, and 
also the weight of the car unladen. 

Article 2. 
Conditions to be fulfilled by drivers of motor-cars. 

The driver of a motor-ear must possess qualifications which provide 
a sufficient guarantee of public safety. 

In so far as the driving of motor-cars in foreign countries is con- 
cerned, no one may drive a motor-car without having received for that 
purpose an authorization given by a competent authority or by an asso- 
ciation authorized by that authority after having shown himself on 
examination to be competent. 

Such an authorization must not be given to a person less than 18 years 

of age. 

Article 3. 

Issue and recognition of international travelling passes. 

In order to secure as regards the driving of motor-cars in foreign 
countries that the conditions mentioned in Articles 1 and 2 are fulfilled, 
international travelling passes drawn up in the form and giving the 
particulars hereto annexed (Annexes A and B) shall be issued. 

These passes shall be valid for one year from the date of issue. The 
manuscript entries therein shall always be written in Latin characters 
or in ordinary English handwriting. 

International travelling passes issued by the authorities of one of the 
contracting states or issued by an association authorized by these author- 
ities and countersigned by the authority, shall give full right to the 
driving of motor-cars in the countries of all the other contracting states, 
and shall be accepted as valid in these countries without a fresh examina- 
tion of the motor-ears. 

International -travelling passes may be refused as not valid: 

(1) If it is evident that the conditions under which they have been 
issued in accordance with the principles set out in Articles 1 and 2 are 
no longer fulfilled. 
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(2) If the nationality of the owner or the driver of the motor-car is 
not that of one of the contracting states. 

Article 4. 
Arrangement of identification marks on motor-cars. 
No motor-car shall be allowed to pass from one country into another 
unless it carries, fixed in a visible position on the back of the car, in 
addition to the number plate of its own nationality, a distinctive plate 
displaying letters indicating that nationality. The size of this plate 
and the method and size of the lettering are prescribed in a note appended 
to the present convention (Annex C). 

Article 5 
Warning Mechanisms. 

Every motor-car must be provided with a horn, sounding a deep note, 
to give warning. Beyond the limits of towns or villages it is permis- 
sible, in addition, to make use of such other warning mechanisms as 
are in conformity with the rules and customs of the country. 

Every motor-car must, on the approach of dusk, be provided with two 
lamps in front and a light behind ; the latter must be such as will make 
the symbols on the plates legible. The lamps must light up the road 
for a sufficient distance in front of the car, but the use of dazzling lights 
is in all instances prohibited in towns. 

Article 6. 
Special provisions with regard to motor-cycles. 
The provisions of this convention apply to motor-tricycles and motor- 
bicycles, subject to the following modifications : 

(1) The machinery intended to prevent a car from slipping back- 
wards referred to in paragraph (C) of sub-division (2) of Article 1 is 
not required, nor is the reversing gear. 

(2) The means of lighting need be no more than a single lamp, 
placed in front of the motor-tricycle or motor-bicycle. 

(3) The distinctive nationality plate of motor-cycles shall measure 
only 18 centimetres in width and 12 centimetres in height. The letters 
shall measure 8 centimetres in height, the breadth of each- line being 
10 millimetres. 

(4) The horn of motor-tricycles and motor-bieycles shall sound a high 
note. 
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Article 7. 

Meeting and passing of vehicles. 

When meeting or passing other vehicles, drivers of motor-cars must 
conform strictly to the custom of the particular locality. 

Article 8. 
Provision of notice-boards on the highway. 

Each of the contracting states undertakes to see, within the limits of 
its authority, that no notices directing attention to dangerous places 
shall be put up on roads other than the notices of which the representa- 
tion is given in an annex to this convention (Annex D). 

Nevertheless, the governments of the contracting states may agree in 
common to modify this system of notices. There would be advantage 
in adding to this system of notices a notice directing attention to a 
custom-house and ordering a halt, and also another notice directing atten- 
tion to a toll-house or an office for the collection of town dues. 

The governments will also look to the observance of the following 
principles : 

(1) That there is, as a general rule, no need for notice-boards direct- 
ing attention to obstacles situated within towns or villages. 

(2) That notice-boards should be placed about 250 metres from the 
point to which attention is to be directed, unless the local conditions are 
unsuitable. When the distance from the notice to the obstacle is very 
markedly more or less than 250 metres, special arrangements shall be 
made. 

(3) The position of the notice-boards, in relation with the road, must 
be vertical. 

Article 9. 

General provisions. 

The driver of a motor-car, in a country shall conform to the laws 
and regulations concerning traffic on the highway that are in force in 
the said country. 

An abstract of these laws and regulations may be presented to the 
motorist, on his entering a country, by the office at which he undergoes 
the customs examination. 
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Article 10. 

(a) The present convention shall be ratified and the deposit of the 
ratifications shall take place on the 1st day of March, 1910. 

(b) The ratifications shall be deposited in the archives of the French 
Republic. 

(c) The deposit of the ratifications shall be attested by a protocol 
signed by the representatives of the powers taking part therein and by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the French Republic. 

(d) The powers that shall not have been in a position to deposit their 
ratifications on the 1st day of March, 1910, may do so by a notification 
in writing, addressed to the Government of the French Republic, and 
accompanied by the instrument of ratification. 

(e) A copy, certified as correct, of the protocol relating to the first 
deposit of ratifications, of the notifications mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph, and also of the instruments of ratification accompanying 
them, shall, by the good offices of the French Government, be forthwith 
transmitted through the diplomatic channel to the powers that have 
signed the present convention. In the instances contemplated in the 
preceding paragraph, the said government shall at the same time acquaint 
them with the date on which it received the notification. 

Article 11. 

(a) The present convention rightfully applies as regards each con- 
tracting state to the mother country only. 

(b) If a contracting state desires its application to its colonies, posses- 
sions, or protectorates, such state shall declare its intention expressly 
in the instrument of ratification itself, or by a special notification ad- 
dressed in writing to the French Government,, which shall be deposited 
in the archives of that government. If the declaring state selects the 
latter method of procedure, the said government shall immediately trans- 
mit to all the other contracting states a copy, certified as correct, of the 
notification, and shall indicate the date on which it received the notifica- 
tion. 

Article 13. 

(a) Powers that have not signed the present convention may accede 
thereto. 

(b) A power that desires to accede shall notify the French Govern- 
ment of its intention in writing, and shall transmit to it the act of 
accession, which shall be deposited in the archives of the said government. 
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(c) That government shall immediately transmit to all the other 
contracting powers a copy, certified as correct, of the notice and also of 
the act of accession, and shall indicate the date on which it received the 
notification. 

Article 13. 

The present convention shall come into force, as regards the powers 
that shall have taken part in the first deposit of ratifications, on the 1st 
day of May, 1910, and, as regards the powers that ratify it at a later 
date or that accede thereto, and also as regards colonies, possessions, or 
protectorates, not mentioned in the instruments of ratification, on the 
1st day of May in the year following that in which the notifications 
referred to in article 10, paragraph (d) ; article 11, paragraph (b) ; and 
article 12, paragraph (b), shall have been received by the French Gov- 
ernment. 

Article 14. 

In the event of one of the contracting powers wishing to denounce 
the present convention, such denunciation shall be notified in writing 
to the French Government, who shall immediately transmit a copy, 
certified as correct, of the notification to all the other powers, and shall 
acquaint them with the date on which it received the notification. 

The denunciation shall affect the notifying power only, and shall take 
effect one year after the notification has been received by the French 
Government. 

Article 15. 

The states represented at the aforesaid conference may sign the present 
convention up to the 15th day of Eevember, 1909. 

Done at Paris, on the 11th day of October, 1909, in a single original, 
of which a correct copy shall be transmitted to each of the signatory 
governments. 

For Great Britain • 

(l. s.) Francis Bertie. 

For Germany : 

(l. s.) Lancken. 

(l. s.) Dammann. 
(l. s.) Eckardt. 
For Austria and for Hungary : 

(l. s.) E. Khevenhuller, 

Ambassadcur d' Autriche-Hongrie. 
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For Belgium: 





(l. s.) 


Lagasse de Locht. 




(l. s.) 


G. Carez. 


For Bulgaria: 








(L. s.) 


M. de la Fargue. 


For Spain: 








(l. s.) 


F. de Albacete. 




(l. s.) 


Norberto Gonzalez Aurioles. 


For France: 








(l. s.) 


Fernand Gavarry. 




(l. s.) 


Worms de Romilly. 




(L. s.) 


M. Delanney. 




(l. s.) 


Walckenaer. 




(l. s.) 


Hennequin. 




(l. s.) 


Mahieu. 




(l. s.) 


De Dion. 




(l. s.) 


H. Defert. 


For Greece: 








(l. s.) 


N. P. Delyanni. 


For Italy: 








(l. s.) 


Aloisi. 




(L. s.) 


POMPEO BODRERO. 




(l. s.) 


PtUINI. 


For Monaco: 








(l. s.) 


E. GUGLIELMINETTI. 


For Montenegro: 








(l. s.) 


Brunet. 


For the Netherlands: 








(l. s.) 


D. VAN ASBECK. 


For Portugal: 








(l. s.) 


Joao Verissimo Mendes Guerreiro. 


For Roumania: 








(l. s.) 


C. M. Mitilineu. 


For Russia: 








(l. s.) 


A. Nelidow. 


For Servia: 








(l. s.) 


Mil. E. Vesnitch. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 323 

ANNEX A. 

International Circulation of Motor-Cars. 

International Convention of 1909. 

International Travelling Pass (" Certificat international de Route"). 
This pass is available in all countries which are parties to the Inter- 
national Convention 1 for one year only from the date of issue. 



Issued at 
Date 



Official 
Stamp. 



(To be signed here on behalf of the 
authority or association issuing 
the pass.) 



France. 
Particulars relating to the Motor-car. 

{Surname 
Christian or other name 
Home address 

Description of car (e. g., motor-car, motor-cycle, &c.) 

Name of manufacturer 

Type of chassis 

Number in the series of that type, or manufacturer's number . 

, ( Number of cylinders 

ngine i Horse-power, or bore of cylinders (in millimetres), 

{Shape 
Color 
Number of seats 

Weight of car unladen (in kilogrammes) 

Letters and numbers on the identification plates 

i These countries are 
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Particulars relating to the Driver or Drivers. 



Surname 

Christian or other name. 

Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Home address 







Photograph. 


Official 
seal. 







Surname 

Christian or other name. 

Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Home address 







Photograph. 


Official 
seal. 







Kingdom of * * * 
Particulars relating to the Motor-car. 

{Surname 
Christian or other name 
Home address 

Description of car (e. g., motor-ear, motor-cycle, &c.) . ._ 

Name of manufacturer 

Type of chassis 

Number in the series of that type, or manufacturer's number. 

Number of cylinders 

-power, or bore of cylinders (in millimetres) 

f Shape 
Color 
Number of seats 

Weight of ear unladen (in kilogrammes) 

Letters and numbers on the identification plates 



_ . ( Numbe: 
En S me \ Horse- F 

Body of car 



Particulars relating to the Driver or Drivers. 



Surname 

Christian or other name. 

Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Home address 







Photograph. 






seal. 
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Surname 

Christian or other name 

Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Home address 

Kingdom of * * * 







Photograph. 


Official 
seal. 







Entry of 


Car into 


Departure of Car from 






Port of dep 
Date of den 


arture 


arture 


















Customs Officer. 




Customs Officer. 




Customs 
Stamp. 






Customs 
Stamp. 

















Exclusion of a Driver. 

Mr (give full 

name) hereinbefore authorized by 

the proper authority in 

(here insert 

name of country) is disqualified 

for driving the motor car in 

by reason of 



Official 
Seal. 



Place 
Date 



(Signed) 



Admission of a new Driver. 

Place 

Date 

(Signed) 







Photograph. 






seal. 







Surname 

Christian or other name. 

Place of birth 

Date of birth 

Home address 
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ANNEX B. 

The terms employed on the title-page, on the first inside sheet, and 
on the last sheet of the international travelling pass, as issued by one or 
another of the contracting states, shall be in the language prescribed by 
the laws of the aforesaid state. The terms employed on the other inside 
sheets, corresponding in number to the number of the other contracting 
states, shall in each instance be in the language of the state concerned. 

The definitive translation of the particulars in the pass into the 
several languages shall be communicated to the Government of the 
French Kepublic by the other governments in so far as each of them is 
concerned. 



ANNEX 0. 



The distinctive mark of the country of origin shall consist of an oval 
plate 30 centimetres in width and 18 centimetres in height, bearing one 
or two letters painted in black upon a white ground. The letters shall be 
formed of capital letters in Latin characters, and shall measure at least 
10 centimetres in height, the breadth of each line being 15 millimetres. 
The distinctive letters for the different countries shall be the following: 1 

Germany, D; Austria, A; Belgium, B; Spain, E; United States of 
America, US; Prance, F; Great Britain and Ireland, GB; Greece, GB; 
Hungary, H ; Italy, I ; Montenegro, MN ; Monaco, MC ; the Netherlands, 
NL; Portugal, P; Bussia, E; Boumania, BM; Servia, SB; Sweden, S; 
Switzerland, CH. 



ANNEX D. 2 





(Uneven road) (Sharp turn) 



* In the case of Bulgaria, the letters BG have been adopted. 
2 Notices referred to in Article 8 of Convention. 
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(Level crossing) 



(Cross roads) 



Protocol recording Deposit of the Ratifications of the International Con- 
vention with respect to the circulation of Motor Vehicles, signed at 
Paris, October 11, 1909. 

In execution of Article 10, § A of the International Convention with 
respect to the Circulation of Motor Vehicles, signed at Paris, the 11th 
October, 1909, the undersigned, representatives of the cosignatory powers, 
have assembled at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in order to proceed 
to the deposit of the ratifications of the high contracting powers. 

The instruments of ratification of His Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
beyond the Seas, Emperor of India; of His Majesty the German Em- 
peror, King of Prussia; of His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King 
of Bohemia, &c, and Apostolic King of Hungary; of His Majesty the 
King of Bulgaria ; of His Majesty the King of Spain ; of the President 
of the French Republic; of His Majesty the King of Italy; and of His 
Serene Highness the Prince of Monaco, have been produced, and, having 
been after examination found in good and due form, have been entrusted 
to the Government of the French Republic with a view to their deposit 
in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The Governments of Belgium, 1 Greece, Montenegro, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Roumania, Russia, 1 and Servia, have declared that they are 

i The Belgian ratification was deposited April 30, 1910. The Russian ratifi- 
cation was deposited March 5, 1910. The signatory powers have agreed that the 
position of Belgium and Russia is assimilated to that of powers which deposited 
ratifications on March 1, 1910, and that the provisions of the first part of 
Article 13 therefore apply in the case of these countries. 
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not in a position this day to deposit their ratifications, and have re- 
quested to be allowed the faculty, reserved to them by paragraph D of 
Article 10, to fulfil this formality at a later date. 

The French Government will notify these successive deposits to the 
contracting powers. 

Done at Paris, the 1st March, 1910, in a single original, of which a 
duly certified copy shall be communicated to each of the signatory 
governments. 

(l. s.) Francis Bertie. 

(l. s.) Eadolin. 

(l. s.) R. Khevenhuller. 

(l. s.) Stancioff. 

(l. s.) F. de Leon t Castillo. 

(l. s.) S. Pichon. 

(l. s.) M. Ruspoli. 

(l. s.) Balny d'Avricourt. 



international convention respecting the prohibition op night 

work for women in industrial employment. 1 

Signed at Berne, September 26, 1906. 

[Translation] 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India ; His Majesty the German Emperor, King of Prussia ; His Majesty 
the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc., and Apostolic King of 
Hungary ; His Majesty the King of the Belgians ; His Majesty the King 
of Denmark; His Majesty the King of Spain; the President of the 
French Republic; His Majesty the King of Italy; His Royal Highness 
the Grand Duke of Luxemburg, Duke of Nassau; Her Majesty the 
Queen of the Netherlands; His Majesty the King of Portugal and the 
Algarves, etc.; His Majesty the King of Sweden; the Swiss Federal 
Council, 

Being desirous of facilitating the development of the industrial pro- 
tection of work people by the adoption of common provisions, 

Have for this purpose resolved to conclude a convention respecting the 
night work of women in industrial employment, and have named the 
following as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say : 

i Great Britain, Treaty Series, No. 21, 1910. 



